Jejunal carcinoid tumor mimicking leiomyosarcoma: preoperative diagnosis by endoscopic biopsy.
Primary carcinoid tumor of the jejunum is rare, and is an unusual cause of massive gastrointestinal bleeding. A case of primary jejunal carcinoid tumor in a 39-year-old woman who presented with massive hematochezia is described. Both upper and lower gastrointestinal endoscopies showed no abnormalities. An abdominal computed tomographic scan, small-bowel barium contrast studies, and small-bowel endoscopy showed a subserosal mass, of 5 x 4 cm, with a cavity suggesting central necrosis, and a deep mucosal ulceration, located in the proximal jejunum. Although these clinical presentations were strongly suggestive of a leiomyosarcoma, histologic examination of biopsy samples obtained by enteroscopy confirmed the diagnosis of jejunal carcinoid tumor. The patient underwent radical jejunal resection and recovered uneventfully. In spite of the large size of the tumor, there was one solitary lymph node metastasis, but no evidence of liver metastases. This kind of jejunal carcinoid tumor, presenting with massive gastrointestinal bleeding and a subserosal bulky growth mimicking a leiomyosarcoma, has not been reported previously. Moreover, this is a rare case of a jejunal carcinoid which was diagnosed preoperatively by small bowel-endoscopic biopsy.